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SENATOR EDWARD PULSFORD, ON WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE, 1902

Source: Parliament of Australia

So far as | feel my heart-strings pulled at all, | may say that both my heart and brain act
together in antagonism to the principle of women’s suffrage. | am not prepared to describe
women'’s suffrage as a blessing. | would rather describe it as an attempt to throw a portion
of the white man'’s burden upon the white woman.

SENATOR THOMAS GLASSEY, ON WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE, 1902

Source: Parliament of Australia

| could never see the justice of withholding the franchise from women simply on the ground
that they are women. If it be right that males should have the privilege of voting for men to
make the laws of their country, then it is only justice that women should enjoy the same
privilege. | know of nothing in the decalogue, or in any moral law, which says that women,
because they are women, should be denied the right of a voice in the making of the laws of
the country in which they live. | should like some honor- able senator who is opposed to the
principle of womanhood suffrage — if there are any honorable senators who object to it
they are exceedingly few who oppose it on the ground that it is not just — to tell us where
we can find any evidence of injustice so far as the enfranchisement of women is concerned.

JOSEPH COOK MP, ON WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE, 1902

Source: Parliament of Australia

The last speaker informed honorable members that in his opinion a woman'’s place, whether
she be wife, daughter, mother, or sister, is her home. May | remind the honorable member —
and | do it in all sincerity — that there are thousands of women who are not so fortunately
circumstanced as those dependent upon him, and it is on their behalf that we plead for
some greater measure of liberality in the laws of the country, so that they may be enabled
to help themselves in a way they have not done before.

Mr Sawers - Cannot we be trusted to help them?

Mr Cook - | am sorry to say that | cannot trust the honorable member to help them,
particularly after having heard his opinions upon the franchise question as a whole. | would
not care to commit the economic and social condition of women to one who does not
believe in the great principle of manhood suffrage, and who is opposed to proportional
votin
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SIR WILLIAM LYNE MP, ON WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE, 1902

Source: Parliament of Australia

Some years ago, when | was very young in politics and probably my thoughts were less
matured, | was hostile to the proposal. Gradually, however, as the result of my reading, and
in consequence of the advance of thought which has taken place upon this question, not
only in Australia, but throughout the world, | was induced to bake an opposite view of the
matter. Thus it came about that some ten or twelve years ago | formed the conclusion that
not only was it just fo accord women the vote, but that it was in the best interests of the
entire community.

| am surprised to hear the honorable member for South Sydney say that there are as many
bad women as bad men. My opinion is that in proportion to their numbers women are much
better than men, and those who are bad have been made so by men.

SENATOR ALBERT GOULD, ON WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE, 1902

Source: Parliament of Australia

Has it been shown, on behalf of the women of the Commonwealth as a whole, that there is
any demand for the extension of the franchise? | admit that a large number of ladies have
been very energetic and persistent in advocating the extension of the suffrage to women.
They have argued it as a matter of abstract justice and right, contending that it would make
Parliaments better and purer, and that better men would be returned to Parliament. Such
advantages have been pointed out as a probable result of the extension of the suffrage.
But there has never yet been a movement by a large section of the women of the
Commonwealth in favour of the principle. | admit at once that if it were shown that there
were a large number of women in the community who were desirous of having the suffrage
extended to them it would be only a matter of right and justice that it should be extended.
But | do not think that the Legislature is bound to extend the franchise to a large section of
the community unless that section indicates that a majority of it desires to be enfranchised.
In any community it will be found that until there is a large section desirous of some course
of legislation being pursued that legislation is not enacted. If it can be shown that a
majority of the women are desirous of having the franchise extended to them, give it to
them by all means. | have no fear that the extension of the suffrage would do the slightest
injury to our legislation. | believe that the women would cast their votes honestly and with
integrity, and with a desire to do justice. But | know that there are a large number of women
who say, ‘We do not want the franchise, and would rather be without it.’
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SENATOR DOROTHY TANGNEY, FIRST SPEECH IN PARLIAMENT,
1943

Source: Parliament of Australia

| realise the great honour which has been done to me in affording me the opportunity to
move this Address-in-Reply. | also realise my great honour in being the first woman to be
elected to the Senate. But it is not as a woman that | have been elected to this chamber. It
is as a citizen of the Commonwealth; and | take my place here with the full privileges and
rights of all honorable senators, and, what is still more important, with the full responsibilities
which such a high office entails. | trust that | shall carry out my duties in this chamber with
every regard for the dignity and honour of the Senate, and also of the party to which | have
the honour to belong.

DAME ENID LYONS MP, FIRST SPEECH, 1943

Source: Parliament of Australia

It would be strange indeed were | not tonight deeply conscious of the fact, if not a little
awed by the knowledge, that my shoulders rests a great weight of responsibility; because
this is the first occasion upon which a woman has addressed this house. For that reason it is
an occasion which, for every woman in the Commonwealth, marks in some degree a turning
point in history. | am well aware that, as | acquit myself in the work that | have undertaken
for the next three years, so shall | either prejudice or enhance the prospects of those women
who may wish to follow me in public service in the years to come. | know that many
honorable members have viewed the advent of women to the legislative halls with
something approaching alarm; they have feared, | have no doubt, the somewhat too
vigorous use of a new broom. | wish.

SENATOR IVY WEDGWOOD, ON THE REMOVAL OF THE
MARRIAGE BAR, 1966

Source: Parliament of Australia

Briefly, the legislation will do three things, all of which | consider to be most desirable. It
means that women will be able to retain their positions in the Public Service after marriage.
This will be of benefit to some women — perhaps not to a great number of women — but to
the women who desire to carry on their careers. It will be exceptionally beneficial to the
professional women who, instead of having to resign and perhaps accept a position in
another area of work altogether, will be entitled now to carry on their professional work. By
this change, the Public Service and the nation will have the benefit of their professional
training and ability.
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SENATOR DOROTHY TANGNEY, ON THE REMOVAL OF THE
MARRIAGE BAR, 1966

Source: Parliament of Australia

| think much more could have been accomplished for the female members of the Public
Service it the Government, instead of introducing this measure, had agreed to the proposal
we advanced recently for equal pay. It seems to me to be rather ironical that fulsome praise
should have been lavished on women in the Public Service and that their achievements and
ability should have been acknowledged. It seems that women are entitled to everything but
equal pay. All this talk about the manner in which this legislation will benefit female
members of the Public Service is rather ironical. | doubt whether a very big proportion of
women in the Public Service will take advantage of the legislation. | think that most women
who leave to get married have the maternal instinct; they wish to make a home and have
children. A home in which the mother goes out to work is not a complete entity. In saying
that | hope | shall not be regarded as being a traitor to the feminist cause. | have never
believed in the feminist cause as such.

SENATOR JOHN GORTON, ON THE REMOVAL OF THE MARRIAGE
BAR, 1966

Source: Parliament of Australia

The Bill removes an element of discrimination against one section of our work force, or
potential work force — an element deriving from social attitudes of another era. It must not
be thought that when the Bill becomes law, married women will for the first time be eligible
for employment in the Commonwealth Public Service. Nothing could be further from the
truth. Married women are employed in the Public Service now. In fact they presently
comprise about one third of all temporary female employees. But henceforth the
Commonwealth will be permitted to retain on its permanent staff trained and experienced
female officers who marry, and to recruit qualified married women. Thus, this group of
women will not be denied the opportunity to pursue a full and satisfying career in the
Commonwealth Public Service.

JULIA GILLARD MP, ‘MISOGYNY SPEECH’, 2012

Source: Parliament of Australia

| rise to oppose the motion moved by the Leader of the Opposition, and in so doing | say to
the Leader of the Opposition: | will not be lectured about sexism and misogyny by this man. |
will not. The government will not be lectured about sexism and misogyny by this man — not
now, not ever. The Leader of the Opposition says that people who hold sexist views and who
are misogynists are not appropriate for high office. Well, | hope the Leader of the
Opposition has a piece of paper and he is writing out his resignation, because if he wants
to know what misogyny looks like in modern Australia he does not need a motion in the
House of Representatives; he needs a mirror. That is what he needs.
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" Dhis is THE HOUSE” that man bui [, .8
< efind this is the Flag of the Womarls [ftinchise,
Which is making our Ministers openlheir*eyes:
Fighling with grif, lo the front bil by bif;
Delermined in Parliament one day lo si,
The bold Suffragelfe Who is sure lo get yet
Into“THF, HOUSE” that man builf.

-
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Australian Women’s National League
KEW BRANCH

—

A Women’s Rally

KEW TOWN HALL

TUESDAY AFTERNOON
November 13th, at 3 p.m.

M
Chair : Mrs. JOHN WALLS

SPEAKER :

Tle Federal Attorney General
HON.

J. G. LATHAM

m i el i ——

ALL WOMEN WELCOME
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Authorizsl by
A. F. W, HARDY, Hou. Sec.; hew Uranch AW.N.L.,
2F Hinidley Avenue, Kew.

w, OD. VAUGHAM, Printer, TH Deamark Streel, Kew.
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INTERNATIONAL
WOMENS YEAR

1975

AUSTRALIA 10
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/ don't want'a vole’, but | do want you.
/dorit want "rights’, for | love you, foo.
Oh, don't say "NO, youll break my hear/,
II'5 shatlered now,with Cupids dart.
You knew who [ am.
Do dorif be shy .
We rmight be so happy .

Youand I.

Ty COPYRIGHT

. . T
80 G. EAGLEY POSTOARDS
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JULIA GILLARD WANTS 0 TURN

L OO ASSETT T STONE
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WomaM SUFFRAGE SERIES,

FELLOW V‘IJMEH,GUH DAY DENWHNS AT LAST.
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VOTES Fror WOMEN.

THE CONCILIATION BILL EXPLAINED.

What is the Conciliation Bill?

An attempt to bring all political parties together in sopport of a moderate and
plan for giving votes to woman, The Bill was deafted by a cornmittes of fifty M.P.'s repressnting
all four parties in the House.

It has succeeded so well that, on July rath, it was carried on the second reading by &
majority of 110—a larger majority than the Budget got

Among those who voted for it were

Mr. Birrell Mr. Halfour Mr. Barnes Me. Devlin
Mr. Johin Burns hlr. Bonar Law Mr. Keir Hardie Mr. Healy
Sir BEdward Grey Mr. Lyttelton Mr. Shackleton Mr, Kettls
Mr. Haldane Mr. Wyndham Mr. Snowdan Mr. W. Redmond

Will it give Votes to all Women 7

Kol Tt will give votes only to women who pay rates and taxes (whether directly or
as part of the rent), The womes who slready have votes for Town and County Coupcils 'l'l'iflI by
this Bill have them for Parliament. There i5 no dangerous innovation bere. It is common
sense that a woman who can choose a County Counciller can also choose an M.P.

What Women will get the Vote T

Chiefly Women Householders. A Houscholder s a woman who occupies a dwelling
house, or part of a hoase over which she has fall contral, however small it may be, and howesver
low its walus. A duchess may get a vote for her palace, and a charwoman for her cotiage,
or even (if she has full control), %:ll' a single room, The few huzsiness women who otcapy shops
or offices worth 10 a year will also gel the vote, precisely as men do

VWhy are these Women chosen 7

HBecause they are heads of houssholds which at present are uorepresented. Every man
who is the head of & house may qualify as & voter. Thess women have the same responsibilities
as men howseholders. Most of them are widows, and many have children dependent on them.
The rest are chiefly single women earming their own living.

What about Married Women ?

A wile will not get the vote nalega the houge it rented i her name.  Bat a woman will not
be disqualified simply beeauss she is married. This means that a sailor, a fisherman, ar a
commercial traveller, who is often away from lome when the election comes on, may arrange Lo
register his house in his wife's name, and so give her the vote. Thus every household I ba
rapragantad.

How many Women will get the Vote 7
About Ome Million in the three Kingdoms

Will it stop there ?

That depends on men. They will still be the vast majority of the electors. Thers are
seven and a ball millons of men voters.
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LNFRANCHISEMENT OF WOMEN.

AN APPEAL TO ELECTORS.

At the Election now before you, the women who may not record
a single vote, although they are equally qualified with vourselves to
exercise the Franchise, ask you to eonsider their pmitinn_'

The first Woman's Suffrage society in England was founded in
18G7, forty-two years ago. By the year 1900 it included, as the
National Union of Women's Hu_.lfrlr-r:ﬂ'r- Soctelies, branches in all parts of
the United Kingdom, and had favourably influenced public opinion,
as was shown by the expressed approval of numerous organizations of
workers and other bodies. This Society also obtained the support
of many private members of the House of Commons—in the last
Parliament over 400 members had declared themselves in favour of
the measure. Dunng these years, also, several Bills to enfranchise
women were brought forward by private members ; but the party
Government in office on each oceasion allowed none of them to pass.

T'his undoubledly was the case because no parly could be certain
which would get the benefit of the women's voles, nol because of just or
conslilulional objections,

SUFFRAGIST METHODS.

Women Suffragists’ methods of advocating their caunse were,
from 1867 to 1903, entirely law-abiding, constitutional, and non-party ;
and the National Union of Women's Suffrage Socielies always pursues
these methods.,  But in 1903 the Women's Social and Political Union
was founded, to carry out more aclive measures, in despair of the
success of the old ways. This society, followed later by the Women's
Freedom League, began a campaign against the Government, as the
real power refusing to enfranchise women., These militant Suffragists
faced the risks of law-breaking for the sake of their cause, the political
freedom of women ; and have suffered courageously heavy sentences
and treatment which it would have been considered impolitic to inflict
upon men and voters.

WHY WOMEN SHOULD HAVE THE VOTE.

Electors in the United Kingdom, you, the power behind all Govern-
ments, are asked to consider this matter. on are asked to declare
that this injustice to the women who are taxed without I'l}l_.ll'l_‘.&l._.‘ﬂt.l]‘t.iul‘h
whose industries are legislated upon without representation, shall not
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Six-point charter

for women at work

The paolitical rights of women are now taken for granted in Britain. ‘Women vole
and stand as candidates in Parliamentary and Local Government clections and
many women give valuable service in these spheres. Whenever there is a political
decision 1o be 1aken, women's political equality 15 sccepted without question | 5o
miech so thet most women, as well a3 men, have forgolien that this equality was
only won after a long and batter struggle.

But there iz another kind of equality—that which covers all aspects of the
employment of women, This can be called economic equality and it seems to be
even move dilficult 1o atiain than iis polithkcal counterpart.

In certain profescions there are a few women who have managed to achieve
recogmition of their abilities but, in gencral, women who want to “go out o
work™ are still handicapped. A minority of women have at long last obtained
equal pay but many others arc sl exploited as cheaper labour,

The wrgency of the claim for economae equality gave rise 1o the call by women
trade unioniss within the TUC for a Charter for Women which sets out some of
il ways in which women want Tull and equal partnership with men in maders
indasiry,

Going out to work

The working population im Britain is about 23 million and, of these, about
one-third are women and girls,

Today over eight milion—or two in every five women and girls above sclool-
leaving age—go out 1o work. Almost all single women are in paid employment
unless they have elderly or sick relatives 1o care for and, of course, many single
women in employeent also have domestic responsibalities.

However, the biggest change in the pattern of women at work in recent years
lias been the increase in the number of marricd women who do two jobs. During
the past ten years the proportion of married women who “go oul 1o work™ in
addition to looking after their homes has risen from ome-quarnier & one-third,
Nowadays, well over halll the women employess in Britain are marmed and the
slatisticians tell us (hat this Bgure is likely 1o increase still further. i is sccelerated
because people are marrying sl much younper ages and newly married women
remain at work (o help furmish the home,

Other important changes have been the increase in the numbers of older married
women who are returning 1o industry when their families become less dependent
and of women who work pari-time, i.c. not more than 30 hours a week.
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MEMO

To Legislators, Women’s Organizations,
Trade Unions, the Public

me
Wﬂﬂ'ﬂl‘l‘f EU‘I‘I‘I:I-U

The Women's Burean, in response o many requests,
hiss rovised its DRAFT STATE EQUAL-PAY BILL.
It is hopedd that this will be sseful 1o you in drowing
up vour own Sate hills ta abaolich diseriminatory

wage practices directed al women.,

SUMMARY of the Rill

Secilon |
Prohibits wage discriminnption sgainst women on
the basis of sex.
Secilan 2
Defines swch basie terms as emplover, conploves,
|:|.1'Ii|l.|.tir|ll.
secilon if
Fstalilishes ewlaoroement powers of ihe Stale
commimiissioner of lnbor,
Sevtion A
Provides for the collection of wnpaid wages.
Sewiion 5
Provides for the mointemmsee of reeorids and [or
reporiing by employers,

Sevtion 6
]"..ll;llll.n-hr-\. III'||.|]I;1'h rllr 1.].|r|.,||i|||| 18,
Seciion T

Prosecrves the remainder of the Liw il ose section
i held invaliad,

e

\2 gl pay

fjor WOMEN

o MCats

A Rate Based on the

Jobh—Not on the Sex
of the Worker

WOMEN'S BUREAU
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

LEAFLET Mo, 2, 1947 (Revised 1948)
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 Equal
Opportunities

Sex Discrimination Act 1975

This leafler outlines the provisions of the law on

sex discrimination as it relates to the provision of
housing, goods, facilities and services,

It describes the role of the Equal Opporiunities
Commission in eliminating sex discrimination and
promoting equality of opportunity generally between
men and women,
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voles. | do pot think that the vote aflects muach==if at all—
the steength of parties. i st questions, however,
the main result will be to give increased weight and strength
to the family; it will thereby give proper prominence to
what is, | believe, the most stable and nﬂ]mlmur whectoral
unit.”

TASMANIA, VICTORIA AND
QUEENSLAND.

In Tasmania the Parliamentary vote was granted to
women in 1904, and in Queensland im 1905, In the State
ol Viotoria it is as yet withheld, bub the Saffrage for ihe
Frderal FParliament, representing all  the States of the
Australisn  Commonweslth, was held Ip:' women (rom e
outsst, in 1902

The advocates of the Parliamentary enfronebhisement
of women in the United Kingdom venture to claim that the
foregoing  statements, based om  experiemce, justify amd
enctnirage unflaggieg efont In furtheranes of this mech meeded
redorm.

Peldsadad by 2w
NATIONAL UNION OF WOMEN'S SUFFRACE SOCIETIES,
8, Vielerla Strel, Westminater, 5.W.
Prinded by Verusn & Bais, el Bamith Boeed, BT LHS1

-
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i WOmen’s Suﬂ’ragé

NEW ZEALAND & AUSTRALIA.

ANY inquiries baving been made as to the eflocts
M of the Parliamentary enfranchisement of women

in Brithsh Colomies, it & belioved that the sob-
joimed testimonies, received from trustwosthy sources,
will be ol interest.

NEW ZEALAND.

The Parliamentary, Suflrage was granted to women In
New Zealand in 1803,

The Hon. R. Oliver
ate Member of the Logislotive Councdl of New Zealand omd
Postmaster ffenoral) writes as follows :

“The eosult in New Fenland of the gramté to women
of the right to vote has falsifed every poedietion ol its
opponents.  They said that the women cared nothing for
W, and would not wee B i it were grasted.  But the pro-
portion of women voters who have voted is noticeably large.®
It was peedicted that it would beeed dscord in {a.mbl b,
but sinee it has beon grasted, nothing has been beard of
spch discord, and former opponents are silent on the “!l?fi".

vt (VAT the e o plehods 8 e o]
o e bdlows  Males, BET pov cvid. ) beimilen,
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